Jackson Heights, Korea28 October 1952

By Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) Baltazar Soto 3 Decanber 2009
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INTRODUCTION

October 28, 1952 is a day that the soldiers of tfels&ntry of the timewill never forget. On

that unforgettable day, retired Colot€lOL) Gerald Wilcomb callgne to propose a toast to the

65" Infantry Regiment. On some occasions | call liirst. The tradition begamanyyears ago
whenCOL Wilcombwouldcallretred LWi | | i s ABudo Cr onkththea e and
Regiment Wilcomb is convinced that he is living on borrowed time and should never have

survived that day.

Sadly, COL Cronkhite passed awayNovember 25202. Now COL Wilcomb does me the
great honoof calling to toast the Regimeeach year on the anniversary of the batHe
explained to me thatwas selected becauséthe articled have written about the 85nfantry
and the battle of Jackson Heightdling ther story. | believe it istime to telltheir story again
this time with all the facts and evidence | have gathimedbout ten years since | began my
research

In August 2009 the U.S. Army Center of Military History released a history of théen€try

Regiment in the Koreawa r . The book is cal |énfantryifikbceaor an
195619530 by Gilberto Villaher mosa. Overall th
participation in the Korean War. It is the first book to formally document thesdnistory of

the 65" intheKoreanWarand finally tells the story of the
(Puerto Rican) segregated Regiment

Unfortunately, | disagree with the pages of the book that cover the Battle of Jackson Heights on
28 Octobel952. Many of the eyewitnesses have passed sthg last few yeargut | still
maintain contact witlone of themCOL Wilcomh who waswith the 58" Field Artillery and
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assigned to Fox Company, Bmfantry as & orward Observer during the battle addition, |
havepersonally interviewed many of the key veterand have collectedopies ofdocuments
memoirs and lettergoncerning this battleThe history | haveincovereddisagrees with the
official history;it comes from theyewitnesyeteras themselves| believeit is my duty to
represent the Veterans most of whoam no longer speak for themselheesl contest the new
official history. It appears that the U.S. Army is sticking to tffeC8vision Staff study
conclusion from8 Novemberl 952 thatthe Company Commanders wérmnfused about their
missiort.  This paper will provide proof that exonerates the officers currently blamed for the
results of thatragicday.

During the night of 27 28 OctobelG (George) Company®Battalion,65" Infantry Regiment,

under the command &aptain(CPT)GeorgeD. Jacksonfought a desperate battle to hang onto

the high ground around Hill 39&n Outpost over 2 kilometers from the main.lii@ Company

was under attack fromt least two Companiesd perhaps as much as a Battaib@ommunist

Chinese. During the chaotic battle CPT Jackson received orders to withdraw. CPT Jackson led

the remnants of his battered companfiich was completely surrounded,a fighting

withdrawal Theyfoughttheir way back to thélain Line of ResistanceMLR) in the dark.

During the heroic battle, the Outpost on Hill
Captain George Jackson and his heroic soldoertheir gallantstand holding the heightsr

four nights and three days

Events of October 28, 1952

At 0100 hours o October 28, 1952henCPTWi | | i s A B u, €Campady Gomrkamdert ok
F (Fox) Company2"® Battalion,65" Infantry received orders toounter attaclandseize

Ob | e c thleov,e 3BBAIf Jackson HeightdHereceivedhisorders fromMajor (MAJ) Harry
M. Elam, 2ndBattalionOperations Officer (&) and Executive Officer (XOfo counterattack
(see below quotes)At the same time Able Company” Battalion, 6%' Infantry was attachetb
the 2% Battalion for the counter attack.

Belowis sworn testimony andirect quotatios from the CourMartial documents ofFirst
Lieutenant {LT) Juan E. Guzmanin this testimonyMAJ Harry M. Elam is being questioned
by the Prosecution and is prding the answers.This important testimony provides the details
of the attack planPlease note (Q = Question, A = Answer).

A Q. Maj or, will you tell the court the terra
differences if any between Jackddaights and 3917

A. Jackson Heights is a term a name applied to the terrain feature which may be called a
complex. The southern part of which is called Jackson Heights. The southern portion of this
terrain feature is called Jackson Heights.

MG Geor ge WWReordgamratiorho&3Infafitry Division and attached Stetudyd, 8 Nov 1952, p3.
?LettertoCOL LopeDuprey from LTC Betance.s, 4 Nov 1952, Authoro
3 2" Battalion, 68" Infantry Staff Journal, -B1 October 1952. 17.
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Q. Is thain the vicinity of hill 391?
A. That is in the vicinity of 391. There are two knobs, one is 391 and 388.

Q. Isit a fact, Major, that sometimes Jackson Heights is referred to as 391 by the men that are
working over there?

A. Yes sir, itis. Por to the time it was given the name Jackson Heights the outpost was
referred to as 391.

Q. Wereinstructions given to Fox and Abompanyas to the order of battle or order of the
mission?

A. Instructions, orders, verbal orders, were given th botmpany commanders. The order was
a five paragraph field sequence in verbal ord
order.

Q. What was the part to be played by each company on 28 October?

A. Fox Company was to lead the attack. Theepad the mission was Fox in the lead, Able
following Fox, moving in columns of companies. The line of departure was set as an imaginary
line ahead of or on line with the forward part of hill 270. The time of departure was 0530.

Again repeating, the oed of the mission was Fox in the lead with Able following. The axis of
attack was to be generally up the choggie path toward Jackson Heights or hill 391. The hill was
marked in on acetate on the map in green pencil. It was generally from south and-ogrth
Company was assigned the mission of seizing objective Able, which geographically was a
southern slope of Pershing Heights. (NOWEAJ Elammisspoke and meant Jackson Heights).

Q. l sndét it a fact t hatinthatdeaian]oheyeirtgB88andonar e t
being 391, and isnd6t it a fact that neither <c
as hill 388 which you refer to as the forward slope?

A. If I may continue the extent of the order. To repeat, Faxgamy was ordered to take,

seize, and hold objective Able which was a southern slope of this terrain feature which | referred
to as Jackson Heights. It is that portion of the hill normally occupied by friendly troops. Able
Company, upon seizure of objeet Able by Fox was to pass through Fox Company, seize
objective Baker, which was the crest of the hill known as Jackson Heights or 391. In essence
that was the main phase of the field order.

Q. That part of the regimental order was given to both cordera@
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A. Yes sird®

(NOTE: In the below testimony the WIT (witness) is MAJ Elam being questioned by the court
concerning objectives on Jackson Heights:

WIT. There was a general decline in the terrain, going up the terrain, and this came from
Captain Jackson, who had just left, that there was a point that was not quite the crest but in
defilade across the feature itself. That was the objective to which Fox Company was to go, at
which point Able was to go through and go ahead approximately 288 gad seize the
remainder of the crest.

Jackson Heights

Camelback
Jackson Heights

1% Hump of “Camelback” which was
Chinese conirolled and provided total
ohservation of Jackson Heights
Ohjective Baker 2™
Knoli A Cu
Objective
Obj Able 1st Knoll —
F Co Objective

A picture ofthe Jackson Heightsdgecomplex This picture was taken from the vicinity of Hill
376 (see contour map below).

* The CourtMartial of 1LT Juan E. Guzma2B Nov 1952 p. 36- 37,42-43.
® Ibid, p. 54.
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The Jackson Heights area on a tactical map provided to iielggnant Colong|LTC) Retired
(RET) George Jackson. Jackson wrote on the map indicdtnipcation oflackson Heights,
the Chinese lines (in red) and thlied main line of resistance (MLR) trace.
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